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THEOLOGICAL. 


TO THE EDITOR OF THE GOSPEL ADVOCATE. 


THE GOSPEL COVENANT. 
No. IV. 


W: come now to consider what officers have been appointed in 
the Christian church. 

Under the old dispensation there were the three orders of high 
priests, priests, and Levites. And though the priesthood was 
changed by our Lord, we have no account that he changed the number 
of orders, and of course may conclude that the same number was to 
continue. And this conclusion is supported by Divine authority. 
When our Lord rose from the dead, and completed the organization of 
his church under its new form, he raised the apostles to the first of- 
fice, and thus gave them power to ordain. ‘“ As my Father hath sent 
me, so send I you.” As he hath sent me to preach and ordain, so 
send I you to do the same. And he promised to be with them and 
their successors ; ‘* Lo I am with you always, even unto the end of 
the world.” This transaction is evidently to be understood according 
to the opinion of Jerome, who lived in the fourth century. ‘ There 
isno one,” says he, ‘* but what knows, that our Saviour did consti- 
tute bishops in the churches ; for before he ascended into heaven, he 
laid his hands upon the apostles, and ordained them bishops.” The 
apostles, being thus constituted, soon began the exercise of their office. 
Seven deacons were chosen at Jerusalem, and were ordained by 
prayer and the laying on of the apostles’ hands. And these deacons 
were authorized to preach and baptize, as may be seen in the case 
of Stephen and Philip, and as is plainly declared by succeeding 
Christian writers. Besides these, we soon read of elders or presby- 
ters, as a distinct order of men. In the New Testament the officers 
of the first order are generally called apostles ; those of the second, 
prophets, evangelists, or elders ; those of the third, teachers or dea- 
cons. The title of bishop is sometimes used by the inspired writers, 
but does not appear to be clearly appropriated to any particular office ; 
though atter the apostolick age it was applied exclusively to the first 
order, and the title of apostle was discontinued, Ofall the three or- 
ders St, Paul speaks to the Corinthians, ‘‘ God bath set some in the 
church, first apostles, secondarily prophets, thirdly teachers.’’ And 
he interrogates; ‘* Are all apostles? Are all prophets? Are all 
teachers ?*”? When a church was formed at Antioch, it is said there 
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were in it ‘‘ certain prophets and teachers,’ men of the second and 
third orders; and as that church was frequently visited by the apos- 
tles, it enjoyed the ministration of all the three orders. 

We are informed by ecclesiastical history, that when the apostles 
went forth from Jerusalem, to preach the gospel in other regions, 
they leit James to be bishop of that place, with some elders or pres- 
byters to assist him. And there were deacons also there at the same 
time, and occasionally some other of the apostles. On a certain oc- 
casion the disciples are said to come from Antioch * to consult with 
the apostles and elders.’’ And when they arrived at Jerusalem, they 
were ‘‘ received by the apostles and elders.” And ‘ the apostles 
and elders” decided the question laid before them, and wrote a letter 
to Antioch in the name of the apostles and elders and the whole 
church.”? When Pau! returned from his mission among the Gentiles, 
he ** went in unto James, all the elders being present.’’ Thus in a 
short time after our Lord’s ascension, we read of apostles and elders 
in the church at Jerusalem ; James being their stationary bishop, and 
some deacons officiating under him. 

The distinction of otice may be observed, with more or less clear- 
ness, in the history of St. Paul’s travels. When he and Barnabas 
went forth together, they took with them John, whose surname was 
Mark. Of this man, St. Paul speaks to Timothy, and says, “he was 
profitable to me for the ministry.” And here let it be remarked, that 
in almost all cases, where the apostolick writers speak of minister or 
ministry, the original word is deacon, This Mark, then, was a deacon 
travelling with the two apostles When Paul parted from Barnabas, 
he took with him Silas or Silvanus, who is called a prophet, and, of 
course, was of the second order. Timothy was afterwards admitted 
into their company, and was called a deacon. 1 Thess. iii. 2. So 
that here were an apostle, an elder, and a deacon; Paul, Silvanus, 
and Timotheus. In their name the two epistles to the Thessalonians 
were written; ** Paul, Silvanus, and Timotheus unto the church of 
the Thessalonians’? And to the Corinthians the apostle says, “* The 
Son of God was preached among you by us, even by me, and Silva- 
nus, and Timotheus.”” These three persons and their offices are also 
distinguished in some other parts of their history. 

In the episties to Tiinothy and Titus this matter is exhibited in 
very plain terms. A note at the end of the episile to Titus repre- 
sents that he was “ ordained the first bishop of the church of the 
Cretians.”” The apostle says, ‘* | left thee in Crete to set in order 
the things that are wanting, and to ordain elders in every city.” 
Thus there were to be elders in every city, and Titus was to ordain 
them all; which appears to indicate, that one elder could not ordain 
another. To Timothy the language is still more explicit. He is 
said to have been ‘ ordained first bishop of the church of the Ephe- 
sians,”” baving doubtless many elders and separate congregations un- 
der his care. And he received his ordination ‘ by the laying on of 
St. Paul's hands,” ‘* with the laying on of the hands of the presbyte- 

ry.” Perhaps the presbyters, to show their concurrence in the act, 
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laid on their hands with those of the apostle. Timothy had been a 
deacon, but was now ordained a bishop, to superintend the churches 
of Ephesus. ‘There were two orders below him; but yet the direc- 
tions concerning ordination and c:erical discipline were given to him 
alone. ** Lay hands suddenly on no man ;” as though be alone was to 
perform tha: work. ‘ The things which thou hast heard of me, the 
same commit thou to faithful men, who shall be able to teach others 
also.” And again, ** Receive not an accusation against an elder, but 
before two or three witnesses.”’ ** Let the elders that rule well be count- 
ed worthy of double honour ”’ Thus he appears to have had jurisdiction 
over the elders in that quarter, not only to ordain, but to receive ac- 
cusations, examine witnesses, rebuke, &c, They would not have 
been amenable to him, if they had not held a subordinate office. With 
respect to deacons, also, the apostle gives him directions * The dea- 
cons must be grave, &c.” “ These things write | unto thee, that 
thou mayest know how thou ouglitest to behave thyself in the house 
of God,” &c. Thus it appears, that the superintendence of the 
churches of Ephesus was committed to Timothy, and that there were 
elders and deacons under him. It is then evident from scripture, that 
in the apostolick age there were three distinct orders of ministers in 
the Christian church, and that the power of ordination was appro- 
priated solely to the first order. So that the priesthood resembled 
what it was under the old dispensation, and the prophecy of Isaiah 
was accomplished, ‘* | will declare my glory among the gentiles, and 
will take of them for priests and for Levites, saith the Lord.” 

But it has been objected, that the apostles have sometimes called 
themselves elders. It might be said also. that they have much more 
frequently called themselves deacons, and have even applied that title 
to our Lord Jesus Christ. (See Rom. xv. 8; Eph. iii 7; 1 Cor. iii. 
5, &c. in the Greek ) This, however, does not prove, but that they 
were something more than deacons or elders Every bishop possesses, 
not only the power of his own order, but also of all the orders below 
him. So that, if by way of condescension he chooses to call himself a 
deacon, or an elder, or a priest.there is no incorrectness in his language, 
nor any evidence that he is vot a bishop or an apostle The titles of 
apostle and elder are clearly distinguished in the New Testament; 
and though an apostle may wilhout any impropriety call bimself an 
elder or presbyter, yet a mere elder or presbyter bas no right to as- 
sume the title of apostle. 

That the writer has drawn the proper inference from the scripture 
authorities above quoted, will further appear, if we refer to eminent 
Christian writers, who lived soon after the apostles. It will not be 
here contended, that those writers were better judges of Christian 
doctrine, than intelligent readers at the present day. But though 
their opinion as judges will no* be insisted on, yet their testimony as 
witnesses to a matter of fact must never be refused. They were cer- 
tainly acquainted with the constitution and order of the Christian 
church ; and they were as certainly men of integrity and truth, or 
they would not have given up their lives, as many of them did, in 
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defence of the faith. Who, then, will question the correctness of their 
statements, when they speak of facts that were clearly within their 
knowledge? Let us then listen to some of their testimony. 

Ignatius was a disciple of St. John, and was ordained bishop of 
Antioch by St. Peter, and suffered for the faith but a few years after 
St. Jobn’s death. After he was sentenced to his martyrdom, he wrote 
a number of epistles to different churches, which are preserved to this 
day. In one addressed to the Magnesians, he speaks of Damas their 
most excellent bishop, and of Bassus and Apollonius their presbyters, 
and of Sotion their deacon. -And he says, ** It will not become you 
to use your bishop too familiarly on account of his youth, but to yield 
all reverence to him, as I perceive that your holy presbyters do.” In 
another part of this epistle, he exhorts them to “do all things in a 
divine concord, their bishop, their presbyters, and their deacons all 
acting in their various stations.” In am episitle to the Trallians, be 
uses much language to the same effect. ‘* Do nothing without your 
bishop ; be subject to your presbyters ; and let the deacons be inof- 
fensive towards all.” In another paragraph, * Lei all reverence the | 
deacons, and the bishop, and the presbyters.” Speaking afterwards 
against heresies/and divisions, he says, ‘* He that is within the altar 
is pure ; but he that is without, that is, that does any thing without 
the bishop and presbyters and deacons, is not pure in his conscience.” 

In writing to the Philadelphians, he addresses them as being “at 

unity with the bishop, and presbyters that are with him, and deacons 

appointed according to the mind of Christ Jesus.” Again he says, 

‘* There is but one flesh of our Lord Jesus Christ, and one cup in 
the unity of his blood, one altar; asalso there is one bishop, together 7 
with his presbytery, and the deacons my fellow servants.” And again, 
** I cried, while | was among you, attend to the bishop, and to the 
presbytery, and to the deacons.” ‘To the Smyrneans he uses Jan- 
guage to the same effect; ‘“‘ I salute your worthy bishop, and your 
venerable presbytery, and your deacons my fellow servants. Again 
he addresses them in an epistle to Polycarp their. bishop, ‘* My soul 
for theirs, who submit to their bishop, with their presbyters and 
deacons.” 

Irenzus was about fifty years later than Ignatius, and was instructed 
by Polycarp, who was a disciple of St. Johan. He says, ‘** We can 
reckon those, whom the aposties appointed bishops in the churches, 
and who they were that succeeded them, down to our own times.” 

Clement, of Alexandria, wrote about the same time. Ina sort of ) 
catechism which he published, after speaking of the duties of Chris- | 
tians in general, he says, “* There are many other precepts which 
concern men in particular stations ; some which relate to presbyters, 
others to bishops, and others to deacons.” And he makes the same 
distinction of office in some other parts of his writings. 

But a little more than a hundred years from St. John’s death, flou- 
rished the great Origen, who was one of the most learned men in the 
primitive church. He teaches, that ‘ Besides the duties common to 
all Christians, there is a duty peculiar to deacons, another to presby- 
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ters, and another to bishops, which is the greatest of all.” And in va- 
rious other instances he distinguishes the three orders by name. 

{n the same century, St. Cyprian declares, that ‘ Valerian, the 
Roman emperor, wrote to the senate, that tle bishops and presby- 
ters and deacons should be prosecuted.” He uses many other expres. 
sions to the same purpose ; and among the rest, that ‘* bishops are de- 
scended by succession from the apostles ;” and he severely blames 
certain presbyters and deacons for intruding too much upon the bishop’s 
prerogative. Similar language is used by writers in the following 
ages. Optatus, about the year 365, says, ‘‘ The church has her 
several members, bishops, presbyters, deacons, and the company of 
3 the faithful.” And. what is very plainly to our present purpose, St. 
1 Bs Jerome, about the year 380, declares, “* We may know the apostoli- 

cal economy to be taken from the Old Testament; the same that 
Aaron and his sons and the Levites were in the temple, the bishops, 
presbyters and deacons are in the church of Christ.” 

Many other testimonies of the same kind could be produced, if ne- 
cessary ; but the above quotations ought to be sufficient to show, what 
was the sense of the primitive writers, and what was the constitution 
of the church. And we may be assured, that the whole church con- 
tinued under an episcopal form tll modern ages, when a few sects 
have departed from it. But, as a vast majority of the Christian world, 
probably more than nineteen twentieths, still retain the episcopal or- 
der, we must not imagine that it will ever be destroyed ; but rather, 
that where it is now corrupt, it will yet be purified, and that it will 
finally spread over the whole earth. 

] At the same time, let us remember, that the church, however regu- 
larly constituted, will never save us without true piety of heart. Out- 
ward privileges, without inward holiness, will do us no good. We 
must be spiritually united to the Lord Jesus Christ, the great Head of 
the church, or he will never receive us to the church triumphant in 
heaven, VERMONTENSIS. 





SERMON.—No. XXXII. 


THE MEANS BY WHICH THE PROSPERITY OF THE CHURCH MAY BE 
PROMOTED.* 











Psatm cxxli. 7-—9. Peace be within thy walls, and prosperity within 
thy palaces. For my brethren and companions’ sakes I will now 


say, peace be -withinthee. Because of the house of the Lord our God 
I will seek thy good. : 






Tue attachment which David had to the city of Jerusalem, was re- 
markably strong. He seemed to experience peculiar pleasure in sing- 





* Delivered in St. Luke’s church, Rochester, N. ¥. May 11, 1823. By the 
Rev, F. H. Cuming. 








_——- 


. 








110 Sermon.— No. XX XII, On Psalm exxii. 7—9. 
ing her praise. Under some one of the different names by which she 
was known, he makes, in many of his psalms, the most honourable 
mention of her ; and of not a few of them she constitutes the only theme. 
What could have been the reason why she was held in such high es- 
timation by him ? Firm, high, and extensive were the walls by which 
she was encompassed ; many and magnificent the publick works for 
which she was distinguished. But we do the memory of the royal prophet 
much injustice, if we suppose that it was on this account be was so 
much elated with joy when he contemplated her. It was not for her 
numerous pools and fountains, her splendid palaces, ber lolty towers, 
her busy population, that he bestowed upon her so much attention, 
and spared neither time nor expense in improving and be ‘autilying her. 
He prayed that peace and prosperity might ever attend her; he was 
ever seeking her good, because of the house of the Lord his God which 
was contained within her walls. Wuthin ber walls, three times each 
year, were all the tribes of Israel assembled to give thanks unto Je- 
hovab for his many mercies; and within her walls they enjoyed more 
evident tokens of the presence of the Most High, than any where else 
were granted to them ; for there the Shechinah emitted its bright, pe- 
culiar, and glorious light. Most heartily, theretore, did he pray, that, 
within her walls, peace and prosperity might always be found. With 
most unwearied exertions did he seek to do her good. Let his con- 
duct be proposed for the imitation of all those who wish wel! to the 
house of the Lord which they frequent ; who desire to see the Zion, 
in which they appear before God on earth, lengthening her cords, 
and strengthening her stakes. 

In the present discourse, we shall endeavour to show how this ob- 
ject can be effected. and the welfare and increase of the Church, to 
which you, my brethren, are now giving your support, be promoted. 
~ ‘The idea is too generally indulged, that for advancing the prosperi- 
ty of the Church, the exertions of the minister alone are suflicient. 
Much, indeed, depends upon his conduct and labours. If he be what 
he ought to be, and as his engagements require he should Le, wholly 
devoted to his ‘calling ; if he discharge his various functions with all 
the ability which God has given him; if he be decided, but mild; 
sedate and grave, but not gloomy and austere ; if he he cheertul with- 
out levity ; condescending. but no time-server; if be be, what is ex- 
pected of him, a living comment on the precepts he inculcates; evine- 
ing by his own life and conversation the purity and self denying na- 
ture of the system which he has embraced, and the principles with 
which he strives to inspire others, the cause of the Redeemer will 
never suffer inhis hands. His publick services, his private admoni- 
tions, his family visits, bis prayers with his people, his attentions to 
the sick, bis instructions to the young, his learless reproofs of vice, 
his encouragements to the virtuous and well disposed, will be blessed 
to the good of the souls of those for whom he must give account. Suc- 
cess, to a greater or less extent, will attend his ministrations. De 
may be sure, for he has the promise, that the dew of the heavenly 
grace will be ‘shed upon bime® No matter whether his talents be of an 
inferiour order; no matier whether bis attainments be limited ; mighty 
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through the influence of the Holy Spirit can he be rendered against the 
enemies of truth and holiness.“ Let his heart be right before bis God ; 

and, though his speech be weak, and his personal appearance without 
honour, many a vaunting Goliath of infidelity wiil be overcome by 
bim ; many asinful Ahab made to bumble himself, and many a proud 
Felix to tremble before him.—But powerful as is the aid with which 
he may be furnished trom above, and numerous as may be the con- 
quests which he may achieve over the opposers of the gospel, you 
at bear in mind ae he ts nothin: r more than a man like yourselves ; 
that it is but an individual who is e gaged i in this great work ; and that 
it is not merely to aa that Christ looks for the enlargement of his 
flock, the extension of his Church. ‘There are others also, to whom 
talents, means, and opportunities are given, to be employed for this 
purpose. If we have the disposition, there is not a single person, 
who attends the Church, that may not advance her interests. 

Are you her Wardens? You are then her chief officers. Your very 
name implies what the Church, in your appointment, designed you 
should be—her faithful centinels. ‘To youwit belongs to guard the 
sanctuary, to preserve her from all mischief and irreverence ; to see 
that her worship be conducted decently and in order; to remind those 
who occasionally or habitually absent themseives, of their dereliction 
of duty ; to take care that nothing be w anting which will contribute 
to the better performance of her various rites, and to show your attach- 
ment to her by your constant attendance within her sacred courts. 
If others leave their seats here unoccupied, never, except in cases of 
absolute necessity, should yours be seen vacant. By your example 
and influence, by your prayers, by a uniform and consistent line of 
conduct, you can ever be seeking her good ; and much, very much 
would you thus be doing towards promoting her prosperily. Be then 
consistent—consistency is not bigotry. Be firm—firmness is not obsti- 
nacy. 

Do you belong to the Vestry of the church? You are then the 
trustees, and, with the wardens, hertemporal guardians. Her good 
you can seek, her prospe rity you can essentially advance, by being 
present at all meetings of the corporation, and by being punctual in 
your attendance at the appointed hour. 

There is sometimes a reluctance to accept of this, or indeed, of any 
office in the church on account of the time which, it is supposed, will 
be consuined in discharging its duties.“ Alas! that there should be 
any who have the good of the church so little at heart, as to refuse to 
undertake the management of her secular concerns! But on this point 
an erroneous impression has been received. It is by no means often 
that the vestry is convened together; and the business about which 
they meet to deliberate, when once begun to be acted upon, is soon des- 
patched. That time, and fre quently much time too, is consumed, we 
are fully sensible. But to what is this owing? Not surely because 
there is much to be done, but to the tardiness with which we get to- 
gether ; to the difficulty with which the collecting a majority is attend- 
ed. Were all to meet at the same hour; were we punctual at the. 
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time specified, it would be found that this would interfere but slightly 
with our other engagements and demand but little uf our attention, 
while it would leave us the pleasant reflection that we were seeking 
the good of Zion—were building up the church of Chiist—were ad- 
vancing the best interests of our “ brethren and companions.” Let 
the gentlemen of the vestry make it a matter of conscience to be 
present at all its meetings; let them not fail of being in season ; let 
them, on these occasions, discuss with earnestness every subject which 
comes within their proper sphere; let them not think the time thus 
spent, idly and unprofitably spent; let them also show that the Church 
and her institutions they are willing and determined to support, by 
their uniform attendance upon her services, by their endeavours to 
have her principles and usages known and understood, and they will 
constantly be witnessing fresh accessions to her numbers. They will 
behold prosperity within her walls, and hear her name mentioned 
with respect and veneration by those whom she does not rank among 
her children.* 

Are you of the number of those who kneel at the holy altar of the 
church, and have thus publickly united themselves to her Divine 
Head? Greatly indeed can you benefit her. Her character, if I may 
so speak is in your bands. On you the world fastens a most scruti- 
nizing eye. Your conduct is watched by the jealous sectarian ; your 
practice is noted by the evil minded of every description ; your daily 
walk, your words, as well as your actions, are observed by those 
who would delight to build themselves up on the ruins of the Church. 
If, then, you are careful that your manner of living correspond with 
your professions ; if you scrupulously avoid doing any thing which 
can subject you to scandal or reproach; if you endeavour never to 
** let your good be evil spoken of ;’? if you are what your obligations 
bind you to be—what the requisitions of the church expect you are— 
what the commandments of our Masier so solemnly call upon you to be ; 
if you are examples of ‘* whatsoever things are honest, just, pure, love- 


* The duties of wardens and vestrymen are thus more particularly defined in 
an early number of the Churchman’s Magazine, published in New Haven. “ The 
duties of wardens are, 1. To provide for the church a Prayer Book and Bible of 
suitable size, at the expense of the parish. 2. ‘To make the usual collections in 
the church. 3, To provide, at the expense of the parish, fine white bread and 
good wholesome wine for the Lord’s supper. 4. To provide a book of records, 
in which to enter, in the absence of a rector, the names of persons baptized, mar- 
ried, or buried, with the date. 5. To present to the bishop, or the chairman of 
the standing committee, every prizstand deacon who has voluntarily relinquished 
his sacerdotal office, and uses the employments belonging to laymen. 6. To 
take care that the church be kept clean, and in good repair; and to preserve 
order during Divine service. 7. To see that persons resort tochurch. 8. To pre- 
vent idle persons remaining in the church-yard, or about the doors of the church, 
during Divine service. 9. "To give an account to the corporation of the church, if 
it has no treasurer, at the expiration of each year, of all moneys received and 
expended. The duty of vestrymen, or trustees, is to transact all the temporal 
business of the church; to collect the money stipulated to be paid to the minis- 
ter; and at the expiration of the year, if there be a deficiency, to give informa- 
tion thereof to the congregation, and if necessary to enforce the pay y ment ” 
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ly, and of good report,” how completely will you silence gainsayers, 
put to shame those wiio suspect the hollowness or selfishness of your 
pretensions, and win over to your list of * brethren and companions” 
those, perhaps, who harbour, with respect to you, feelings of envy, 
hatred and malice! What greater satisfaction can be afforded you, 
than to be conscious you have been such burning and shining lights in 
the church ; your faith and good works have been so manifest that 
those who entertained prejudice and ill-will towards your Zion, have, 
by your unblameableness, and your unostentatious but conspicuous 
piety, with God’s blessing, been induced to kneel with you, side by 
side, at the same altar; thus glorifying, in the same way, our Father 
who is in heaven. 

You can also seek the good and promote the prosperity of your 
Church, by always occupying your proper places in the temple. For 
you toabsent yourselves from the Lord’s house, because a dark cloud 
may appear in the sky,‘or because you may not be pleased with the 
style or manner of bim who fills the desk ; much more, for you to 
absent yourselves from the sacred feast which the adorable Redeemer 
has provided for us, unless the extremest necessity compel you; O, it 
looks as if your zeal was not sufficiently ardent, your love too weak, 
your faith of too doubtful a character. Rest assured, prosperity will 
never be found within the walls of that temple, in which the commu- 
nicants are seen habitually, or even occasionally, unless unavoidable 
circumstances can be pleaded as the excuse, abstaining from the Lord’s 
table, and turning their backs upon the banquet which a Saviour’s 
love has spread for them, and to which they once, with tears of peni- 
tence and tears of joy, were seen pressing. What is the plain infer- 
ence to be drawn from such conduct, but that now it affords you no 
pleasure to draw nigh to your Friend, Benefactor and Father; or that 
you are saying, with some of old time, of the observance of the or- 
dinances which the most high God has appointed, what a weariness 1s 
it! or, that you are insensible to the danger of resisting and quenching 
that blessed Spirit, by whose influence alone you are rendered meet to 
be partakers with the saints in light. 

If, then, you would see both the altar and the church thronged with 
pious worshippers ; if upon the church, the altar, and yourselves, 
you would not bring reproach, and weaken the cause which you 
once solemnly vowed you would, and which on every principle of hon- 
our and gratitude you ought, to uphold and exert yourselves to strength- 
eu; if you would not prove the most successful enemies of him who 
died for you; never, if it be in any way possible to be present, absent 
yourselves from the holy communion. Remember who hath said, 
‘* Whosoever shall be ashamed of me and of ny words, of him will the 
Son of man be ashamed when he cometh in the glory of the Father,” 
Remember who hath said, ‘‘ It is impossible for them who were once 
enlightened, and have tasted of the heavenly gift, and were made par- 
takers of the Holy Ghost, and have tasted the good word of God, and 
the powers of the world to come, if they fall away, to renew them again 
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unto repentance, seeing they crucify to themselves the Son of God 
afresh, and put bim to an open shame.” And remember too, if you 
sometimes think that your religious leelings are becoming cold, neglect 
of the means of grace will be very far from having the effect to excite 
them anew. |: the flame of your devotion is beginning to subside, 
judge whether this very neglect be not the principal cause. Seek, then, 
my brethren, the good of the Church, by ever duly respecting and ven- 
erating this most sacred of all ber ordinances. 

You. also, to whom the Creator has given the talent, by which you 
are enabled to sing bis praise, can very materially further the interests 
of the church. Praise is the most animating part of our publick wor- 
ship. The songs of Zion, set to proper musick, will arrest and keep up 
the attention of the most thoughtless, extort exclamations of admira- 
tion from the most phlegmatick disposition, have a calm and most sooth- 
ing influence upon the heart surcharged with sorrow, and tranquillize the 
must troubled conscience. But this exercise is too frequently left to 
be periormed wholly by those who compose the choir. 

It should be considered thai praise has been rendered a duty obliga- 
tory upon us, by the command of God; and in this sacred and en- 
livening employment, sureiy every pious mind must delight to assist. 
It is an employment in which angels and heaven-born seraphs take 
pleasure to engage. And what reason can be assigned why those, 
who are acquair‘ed with the art, but who cannot be persuaded to sit 
with the singers, should not lend their voices in assisting to swell 
their Maker’s praise?) You certainly do not expect that the etforts of 
others in this particular, God will pass to your credit, and regard 
the acts they perform, as performed by you. No satisfactory reason 
can be assigned for such co; duct. 

Let not then any individual who frequents the holy temple, 
whom his Maker has given the ability, retuse to join in praising the 
most high God. Let the whole congregation be heard, with one 
Voice, ultering appropriate psalms and hymns to bim who thus per- 
mits us to draw near to him, and call him our Father. Were this 
course adopted, how many would be improving themselves in sacred 
musick, and how much more pleasing and powertul an effect would 
be produced! How much more of gladness would many experience, 
when going up to the house of the Lord! How much more would it 
tend to advance the prosperity of Zion! 

Parents. you also may be the instruments of much good to the 
Church. You can show your esteem for her, and the institutions pre- 
scribed to her by her glorified Head, by bringing your children te 
the baptisma! font. It is paintul to reflect how much this heaven-ap- 
pointed ordinance is omitted. Could Christ have ordained any thing 
that was unnecessary, or that had no beneficial tendency ? You must 
acknowledge he could not. How is it, then, that such little deference 
is paid to his authority, and that men can venture to question the im- 
portance of what he has enjoined? It is an alarming symptom; a 
symptom indicating a lurking spirit of infidelity, when fallible men 
presume to inquire of the all-wise Director uf all things, ‘* What doest 
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thou?” It does not become erring mortals to put their reason into 
the scale against infinite wisdom, and to prefer an Abana and Phar- 
par of their own, to the stream, however small it may be, to which 
he who does nothing in vain points us. 

Where is your love for your offspring, if you will not have them 
marked as the lambs of the Redeemer, and placed within that fold 
where they will grow up under his own eye, and be nourished in the 
wholesome pastures of his own enclosing. Go back to the days of 
primitive Christianity, the days when flourished a Chrysostom, a Cyp- 
rian, an Ignatius, a Polycarp; and wiom do you hear saying that 
the Christian church is of less extensive charity than the Jewish: that 
the tormer excludes from her pale those little innocents whom the lat- 
ter received ? Go back to the days of the Saviour, and when do you 
hear him teliing the Jew, that in the order of things he was about to 
establish, in the church he was about to organize the parent and cbild, 
who had hitherto always been embraced in the same covenant, were 
now to be separated ? In vain do you seek for any hint of the kind, 
It was reserved for men of modern days to thrust from the ark those 
little ones whom God permitted to be carried into it. It was reserv- 
ed for men of modern days to say, those who were once considered 
capabie of entering into covenant with God are no longer to be allow- 
ed that privilege. It was reserved tor men of modern days to exclude 
from the eburch of God and its benefits. those, who, during a former 
period of the church, were commanded by God himself to be adinited 
members of it. It was reserved for men of modern days to exclude 
from the church on earth those whom the Redeemer has represented 
as constituting a principal part of the church in heaven 

Let it not be said of you, my brethren, that you have a higher 
regard for those novel opinions upon religious subjects, of which the 
world is now full, than you have for those o/d ways in which martyrs 
have trod, which apostles have described, which the blessed Saviour 
has appointed. Seek the good of the Church by presenting not only 
yourselves, but like Stephanus, of whom St. Paul makes mention, 
your households, at the baptismal font Refuse not, delay not, to 
let those be partakers of God's covensnted mercies of whom God’s 
beloved Son has said, ** Of such is the kingdom of heaven.”’ Surely, 
if “it not be the will of our Father who is in heaven that one of 
these little ones should perish.”’ vou wil! not pretend to assert that 
they ought not to be made members of that family of which Christ 
is both the Saviour and head.* 


* As it is sometimes asserted that the Episcopal Church attaches too much con- 
sequence to baptism, and gives of it a definition which scripture will not warrant, 
I trust I shall be excused for letting the sentiments of other denominations, upon 
this subject, be known. 

The office used by the Lutherans is almost word for word the same as that 
used by our own Church. 

In the form of discipline of the Methodist church, baptism is said to seal an in- 
terest in the blessings and grace of the new covenant. 

The catechism of the Dutch reformed church asserts, that “ by this Divine 
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You can also promote the prosperity of the Church, by instructing 
your children in the nature of its services, and teaching them to make 
those responses by which the service is so much enlivened. Say 
not this is merely a habit to which they will become accustomed, and 
that it will do them no good. From a habit it may become a princi- 
ple by which their whole life will be regulated Does not the 
Psalmist call upon * young men and maidens, old men and children,” 
to praise the Lord? We trust their little voices will be heard in 
heaven, singing the song of Moses and the Lamb, and ascribing bless- 
ing and honour and glory and power unto Him that was slain and 
has redeemed us unto God. Why then should they not be permit- 
ted, on earth, to invoke the grace, and thank the goodness, and praise 
the mercy, of Him who ha‘b loved them and gave himself for thern ? 

Lastly, Each individual of the congregation may promote the pros- 
perity of the Church. You can do it by invariably frequenting ber 
courts; by being present not merely a part of the Lord’s day, but 
both morning and evening; by beimg present not merely on the 
Lord's day, but on all other days when ber doors are opened for 
publick worship ; by being present not only when your pastor is to 
officiate, but when his place is supplied by another clergyman, or 
even by a lay reader. This is an age when men wish great 
latitude to be alowed them in religious matters. It is an age too 
when caprice and feeling too often prevail over good sense and con- 
sistency of conduct. ‘This is strikingly evident trom the treatment to 
which those who minister in holy things are sometimes exposed. 
They exchange with their brethren, and not untrequently have to 
preach to empty pews. A stranger appears in the pulpit, and be- 
cause his manner may not be pleasant, or because his style is open 
to criticism, or because his talents may be underrated, you forsake 
the church to which you belong, and, silently indeed, but most un- 
courteously, tell him you would rather he would remain in his own 
parish. Brethren, | speak, | trust, to my friends, and therefore I 
speak the more plainly. Clergymen have sensibility as well as other 
men, and you wound it most severely by such keen, though they be 
silent reprools. 

What though he who comes before you be in your estimation of 
inferiour abilities ? He offers the same devotions that the most learned 


pledge and sign we are spiritually cleansed from our sins, as really, as we are ex. 
ternally washed with water.” 

Calvin in his catechism says, that forgiveness of sins and newness of life are 
certainly received by us in baptism. 

The larger catechism of the Presbyterian church, thus answers the question, 
“What is baptism’ Baptism is a sacrament of the New ‘lestament, wherein 
Christ hath ordained the washing with water in the name of the Father, the Son, 
and the Holy Ghost, to be a sign and a seal of ingrafting mto himself; of remis- 
sion of sin by his blood, and regeneration by his spirit.” 

The confession of faith of the Presbyterian church, contains the following plain 
and strong language: “* By the right use of this ordinance, [baptism,] the grace 
promised is not only offered, but real/y exhibited and conferred by the Holy Ghost. 
(See Confession of Faith, chap. xxviii. sec. 6.) 
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and popular would offer. He has perhaps kept his lamp burning till 
midnight, that he might produce something to edify and interest you; 
and you reward his toil, his study, bis well-meant intentions, by a 
refusal to listen to him. Make this case your own, and ask your- 
selves whether, if the stranger were your relative or particular triend, 
vou would thus treat him. But the effect of such unkindness extends 
also to your pastor. He in the end becomes the suiferer by it. 
Often it would both suit his convenience and benefit his health to have 
an interchange of services with some of his brethren. But how can 
he with decency make the proposition to any one to whom such mark- 
ed disrespect has been shown? Such conduct is. moreover, a reflec- 
tion upon yourselves, {t betrays a want of consistency of character 
and stability of mind. It looks too much as if your attachment was 
not to the Church, and its principles, and its evangelical liturgy, but 
to-vour minister personally. Believe it, much rather would your 
minister that you lefi your places bere vacant when he, and not when 
a stranger ofliciates tor you. 

Each member of the congregation may promote the prosperity of 
the Church, by zealously co-operating with their minister; by sanc- 
tioning by their adoption of therm, and by using their influence to 
have general attention paid to those plans of instruction and spiritual 
improvement which he may propose to them. In the whole range of 
his labours; of all the care which which comes upon him; of the 
many privations to which be mu-t submit; of the mortifications 
whch he must experience ; nothing aflects him more sensibly, noth- 
in. has a tendency more to paralyze his exertions and tempt him fo 
julermit his zeal, than that want of union oi effort, that want of hearty 
concurrence, and of a wilingness to become feilow-workers with 
him, which it not untrequenity happens, be beholds in these whom 
he is endeavouring to prepare for heaven. li is when such cases oc- 
cur, that he is inclined to think be bas not the affections of his people ; 
that his day of usefulness, among them, bas gone by; that they are 
not tender of his feelings ; that they have not the good of the Church 
atheart. Want of proper books and other uncontrollable causes have 
compelled him, who now addresses you, to suspend those instructions 
which, almost from the commencement ot his labours among you, he 
bas been giving. They are about to be resumed. May he hope to: 
see you generally giving your attention to them, and all other means 
he shall take to further your growth in grace, and increase your know- 
ledge of our holy and apostolick Church. Rest assured you will thus 
be seeking and advancing her good. 

Each member of the congregation may also promote the prosperity 
of the Church, by joining heartily in ter various services, and audibly 
making the responses. How can it be seen that our worship is what 
we know it is, a sscial worship, and that by means of it, not only the 
minister, but the people are enabled to pray, if the minister’s voice 
alone be heard? ‘This soeial character of the jiturgy is one of its pe- 
culiar excellences. The life, the beauty, the order, the solemnity of 
the service, do not, and cannot appear, if, in performing your different 
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parts, your voices are not heard, or heard not above a whisper; if 
you feel ashamed or think it too old fashioned to add your loud and 
hearty 4men to the prayers Jerome informs us. that the Amen was 
pealed forth, in his day, like a clap of tounder. You certainty ap- 
prove of each petition. Why then should you refuse to signify your 
assent by your Amen. Let all the people say Amen, was an tnjunc- 
tion of God to his servant Moses. The liturgy is arranged. with so 
much order and propriety ; its language is so truly devotional ; it 
breathes such a truly evangelical spirit, that it requires only to be 
properly performed, to cause it to be admired. He who has never 
been accustomed to il, entering a church, where the whole multitude, 
as one man, were beard contessing their sins, imploring pardon and 
magnifying the great name ot God, and all speaking the same words, 
could not but be impressed with awe and admiration. He could not 
but be inclined to think that if a social worship was pertormed, and 
the unity of the spirit preserved any where on earth, it ws bere, 
You would soon bear bis voice mingling with yours. and the same 
prayers and anthems warming his heart which have trembled on the 
tongues of confessors and martyrs. 

My brethren. I bave done. I bave addressed you, not because I 
have any reason to complain of your want of attention to me; for. no 
people, in proportion to their means, could have done more for their 
clergyman than you have done for me. I have addressed you. not 
because I have any reason to complain of your attendance, general- 
ly, at church. The congregation considering its age, and the cir- 
cumstances which have followed its organization, is far more nume- 
rous and respectable than the most sanguine among us expected to 
see for many years yet to come. 

I have addressed you, because | think we can all be striving more 
constantly, more faithfully, more zealously, than we ever yet have 
done, to promote the prosperity of the Church. [have endeavoured 
to do nothing more than to give you, in a very plain wy, some very 
plain advice. If it be received with the spirnt which dictates it, I 
am confident | shall not experience the disappointment and mortifi- 
cation of knowing that it has been wholly disrega:ded. But be it 
received as it may-—that minister, wardens, vesiry, communicants, 
parents, singers, and all the members of the congregation may ever 
do their duty, be consistent with themselves, seek the good of the 
Church, be examples of a godly life, and be prepared for admission 
into the church triumpbant, ever has, and by the grace oi God, ever 


shall be my fervent, unceasing prayer. 


| 


TO THE EDITOR OF THE GOSPEL ADVOCATE. 


I was much gratified to see in the Advocate for January last, another 
communication from your valuable correspondent | B. on the sacred 
poetry allowed to be used in our Church. ‘I'he additional interest and 
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importance which the topick at this time assumes by the appointment 
of the committee to which he alludes, a fact, which he thinks, renders 
it ** useful to discuss the subject with moderation and candour,” is 
my apology for the remarks | am about to offer. I trust they will 
not be attributed to any disrespect for the opinion of your able and 
learned correspondent, if they should differ from his views, or to any 
want of confidence in the competency of the bighly respectable com- 
mittee to whom the general convention has assigned this arduous and 
Important service. 

The question of any alteration at all, is the one to which the con- 
vention has first directed the attention of the committee, and [ doubt 
not the determination of this point will be found to contain its full 
share of difficulty. The serious inconvenience that tmust result to all 
the members of our community by any change in the manual with which 
they are now suppiied, the jiableness to interrupt the devotions of 
many by discarding expressions which may have become connected 
with sacred feelings, and (he danger of encouraging that restless spirit 
of innovation which assumes an aspect somewhat alarming, are con- 
siderations obvious enough indeed, but which it is not so easy to 
weigh with accuracy against the advantages which any alterations 
might embrace. 

It should be distinctly remembered that the Book of Psalms and 
Hymns in metre, is entirely another thing from the Book of Common 
Prayer which ends with the Psalter, or Psalms of David, and in 
which no alteration is either proposed or desired. But it is equally 
certain, that the metrical psalms and hymns are in general bound up 
together with the Prayer Book, and the members of our congregations 
are to the same extent supplied with both; consequently any alteration 
(according to the frequency with which the altered parts occur) is at- 
tended with the same inconvenience in the one as inthe other. This 
inconvenience is sensibly felt to this day by the additional hymns, set 
forth in general convention, 1808, and deserves to be considered in 
every proposed alteration. 

Those who know, by happy experience, the peculiar advantage of a 
form of worship, stated and regular, with the use of which habitual as- 
sucialion has connecied the rise of devout affections, cannot but be 
suspicious of that desire to change it which usually attends a decay 
of true devotion, When men, by their own negligence and perverse- 
ness, have lost the spirit of prayer. they feel a degree of uneasiness, 
and look about for some extraneous excitement. The most plausible 
expedient is to introduce something new, and, as they think, more 
striking, into their forms of worship. Aware of the tendency and 
origin of this propensity, devout Churchmen cannot be unconcerned 
at the prevalence of that sacrilegious daring which carries the rage 
for novelty within the sacred enclosures of religion. ‘They read a 
warning in the history of the numerous and ever varying religious 
sectaries that haye thronged the road to a fancied improvement, with- 
out becoming more settled in their faith than their practice. They know 
that their own church is in some degree exposed to the same evil. 
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A decay of devotional feeling introduces a lust for novelty, and a de- 
sire to vary from the established formularies. Every change, how- 
ever smali, which receives the sanction of competent authority, whets 
the sickly appetite, and affords a precedent for others If the hu- 
mour be indulged, where will the evil stop? When once once the 
barrier is removed from the raging sea, who shall stay the impetu- 
ous flood? ‘Surely the wrath of man shall praise thee: the re- 
mainder of wrath shalt thou restrain.” 

It is true that the alterations now contemplated are in the Book of 
Psalms and Hymns only ; and since that is distinct in its nature and 
sanctions from the Book of Common Prayer, the precedent will thus 
be limited, and so far from affording a valid argument for multiplying 
changes in the latter, ought to increase its security, if the different de- 
gree of authority and claims of the two books should thereby be more 
generally appreciated. But sti, whether a desire of change will, on 
the whole, be increased or diminished by this indulgence is a ques- 
tion of some difficuity and importance. 

(TO BE CONTINUED.) 


* 


;——_ 


TO THE EDITOR OF THE GOSPEL ADVOCATE. 


As uniformity in the performance of Divine service adds greatly to 
its solemnity and beauty, it is desirable that it should be maintained, 
as far as practicable, in our publick assemblies. ‘To give full effect 
to our excellent service, it is necessary that our congregations should 
not only all speak the same thing, and be perfectly joined together in 
the same mind and in the same judgment; but also conforin to the same 
rule with regard to the outward gestures of the body. 

Having observed in several of our churches a want of uniformity as 
it respects the ancient custom of bowing at the name of Jesus, and 
supposing that it may have arisen either from misapprehensions or 
want of information in some respecting its origin and design, I have 
thought the opinion of some of the most distinguished ritualists on this 
sulject would not be unreasonable or useless. 

Of the origin of this custom, we have the following account in 
Bingham. ‘* Some ask us,” says he, ‘* why the Church enjoins bow- 
ing at the name of Jesus, and not as well at the name of Christ, or 
God, or the Holy Ghost, &c. To which | answer, if there were no 
other reason to be given tor this, but only the custom of the church 
of God, that were sufficient in this case ; but if we look to the first 
rise and original of this custom, a much more rational account may 
be given of this difference, which was this; the name Jesus was be- 
come a name of reproach among the Jews; they always blasphemed 
and reviled him by this name, terming him by way of reproach, Je- 
sus the magician, and Jesus the impostor ; which terms of infamy and 
disgrace they endeavour to fasten on him, and propagate not only in 
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Judea, but over all the world: For Justin Martyr tells us, in his dia- 
logue with Trypho, that, immediately afier our Saviour’s death, they 
sent forth their apostles and emissaries from Jerusalem, to all the 
synagogues in the world, to tell them, there was a certain impious, 
lawless sect, risen up under one Jesus, a Galilean impostor. So that 
the name Jesus was become a name of infamy ameng the Jews ; 
whereas the name of Messias, or Christ and God, and Holy Ghost, 
were always names of respect and honour among them. For this 
reason the church of Christ, to do a peculiar honour to their Lord, 
took up this decent custom of expressing their respect to him, at the 
mention of that very name, by which the Jews blasphemed and re- 
viled him ; to show that that Jesus whom they hated and reproached, 
was honoured by them as their Lord and Christ.” 

** When we come to the second article of this creed.” (the apos- 
tles’,) says Mr. Wheatley, “ in which the name of Jesus is mention- 
ed, the whole congregation makes obeisance, which the Church (in 
regard to that passage of St. Paul, thai at the name of Jesus every knee 
sould bow) expressly enjoins in her eighteenth canon: ordering, that 
when in the time of divine service the Lord Jesus shall be mentioned, due 
and lowly reverence shall be done by all persons present, as thas been 
accustomed ; testifying by these outward ceremonies and gestures, their in- 
ward humility, Christian resolution, and due acknowledgment, that the 
Lord Jesus Curtsr, the true eternal Son of God, is the only Saviour of the 
world,in whom alone all the mercies, graces, and prowmises of God to man- 
kind for this life. and the life to come, are fully and wholly comprised,” 

Hooker, s speaking of this custom, says, ‘* It showeth a reverend re- 
gard to the Son of God....And against infidels, Jews, Arians, who 
derogate from the honours of Jesus Christ, such ceremonies are most 
profitable.” 

The above considerations must, I think, satisfy every unprejudiced 
mind of the propriety and utility of the practice in question, and 
will, I trust, induce a greater degree of uniformity in this particular 
in all our worshipping assemblies While, however, | plead for a 
universal conformity to this ancient custom, I am not unmindful of 
the paramount importance of internal holiness. While, thereiore, we 
bow at the name of Jesus, let us be solicitous to cast down tmagina- 
tions, and every high thing that ewxalteth itself against the knowledge of 

God, and to bring into captivity every thought to the obe dtence of Christ. 


E. 


BO THE EDITOR OF THE GOSPEL ADVOCATE, 
Previovsty to the year 1812, there were three or four families ot Epis- 
copalians i in the town of Greenfield, but they had not thought of or- 
ganizing themselves into a’society, or attempting to perform service, 
according to the rules and order of the Church. "They had been visit- 
ed at their particular request by the Rev. Mr. Rayner, of Hartford, 
16 GOSPEL ADVOCATE, VOL. IV. 
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Conn., who, on the 29th of June, 1803, baptized Charlotte, daughter 
of Thomas and Charlotte Chapman ; and, on the 19th of July, 1809, 
Richard E. Newcomb and his children, William H. Jones, Sally 
Barker, and Martha E. Hall, daughter of John E. and Elizabeth Hall. 
The sponsors of Martha E. Hall were Thomas Chapman and Mary 
Newcomb ; of the children of R. E. Newcomb the parents and Eliza- 
beth Hall; of William H. Jones, Martha Jones and John E. Hall ; 
and of Sally Barker and Charlotte Chapman, John Stone and Eliza- 
beth Hall. ‘These baptisms were the first Episcopal services ever 
erformed in what is now the county of Franklin. 

On the 24th of September, 1812, the Rev. Mr. Chase, of Hartford, 
Conn., and now bishop of Ohio, visited Greenfield, performed divine 
service, and baptized several children. On the evening of the 25th, 
be preached a lecture at the house of John E. Hall. At this time a 
society was organized and articles of agreement signed by five per- 
sons, viz. Thomas Chapman, Oliver Sage, John E. Hall, Alpheus F. 
Stone, and William Grennell. These individuals, with their families, 
moved as they trusted by the divine Spirit, and placing their conh- 
dence in almighty God, their heavenly King and father, then assem- 
bled regularly, at their respective houses, for the celebration of Epis- 
copal worsbip, until the November following, when they met in a 
chamber in the house of Joba E. Hall, which bad been expressiy fitted 
up for their accommodation. Here they enjoyed the pure and ration- 
al services of our truly apostolick Church. and received the best in- 
structions in virtue and godliness from the sermons of the most emi- 
nent English divines. 

On Christmas day, December 25, 1812, the Rev. Mr. Cornwall, 
from Connecticut, visited them, preached, and administered the holy 
communion to five persons. In January, 1813, a petition was pre- 
sented to the legislature for an act of incorporation, which was sub- 
sequently granted. During the same month, Dr. AF. Stone, with 
the recommendation of the Right Rev, Alexander V. Griswold. bishop 
of the Eastern diocese, visited Providence, Bristol, and Boston, and 
obtained subscriptions towards building a church, to the amount of 
more than four bundred dollars. This success greatly encouraged the 
parish, and a vote was immediately passed, upon bis return, to pro- 
ceed in making arrangements for the erection of an edifice. 

On the 16th of March, 1813, Mr. Thomas Chapman and Mrs. Eliza- 
beth Hall set out for New York, for the purpose of soliciting aid. 
Mrs. Hall also visited her friends in Middletown, Conn., and 
the whole amount of contributions, at New York, New Haven, Hart- 
ford, and Middletown, exceeded six hundred dollars. Mrs. Clay, of 
Middletown, presented two silver cups, and the Rev. Dr. Kewley a 

late, for the communion. 

On the 6th of May, 1813, the Rev. Mr, Chase again visited the 

arish, and performed service and preached several times. On the 
10th of the same month, he laid with due and impressive solemnity, 
the corner stone of a church. From this time the building was pro- 
secuted with vigour, the members of the parish having subscribed 
with great liberality to the undertaking. 
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On the 27th of June, of the same year, a visit was received from 
the Rev. Mr. Henshaw,who preached three times, and baptized one in- 
fant. In August, the Rev. Mr. Noble, of Middletown, visited the 
parish, in company with a pious lady from New York, who presented 
Mrs. Hall with ten dollars, which she generously appropriated to the 
commencement of a minister’s fund. On the 17th of the same month, 
the Rev. Dr Barry, from New York, preached at Mr. Munn’s hall. 
In September, following, Rev. Mr. Chase officiated again at the house 
of Mr. Hall. 

On the 9th of October, 1813, Mr. Strong, then a candidate for 
orders, visited the parish and officiated at the house of Mr. Hall on 
the two following Sundays. He afterwards received an invitation to 
preach with them for one year, and commenced his labours accord- 
ingly, on Good Friday, April 7, 1814, 

At the expiration of this term he was unanimously chosen rector, 
and after receiving priest’s orders, was instituted rector of St. James’s 
church, in May, 1815. 

The church was finished, and consecrated by Bishop Griswold. on 
the 31st of August, 1814, at which time 44 persons were confirmed. 
A debt due from the parish to Mr. Shubael Bell, of Boston, who, 
from the beginning, had been its active friend and patron, was as- 
sumed by several persons, and afterwards, to the amount of 8 or 900 
dollars, paid by Thomas Chapman, John E. Hall, and eight others, 
in equal proportions. From this period, the church continued to in- 
crease in numbers, and although some discouragements resulted from 
deaths, removals, &c., yet the interests of the parish have uniformly 
been prosperous. Among the donations to the parish, those from 
Newburyport, Dedham, and Albany, in addition to such as have been 
mentioned, are remembered with gratitude. A considerable sum was 
also obtained by Mrs. Hall, at Northampton. Mr. Bell, of Boston, 
presented some handsome altar tables, ornaments, &c. and more than 
250 volumes of books, as the commencement of a library. 

Thus, in a small society, commencing under the most unpromising 
circumstances, and established in the midst of prejudice and opposi- 
tion, through the faithful and persevering exertions of a few indi- 
viduals, the word of God has been preached, and the ordinances of 
our holy religion administered, to multitudes, and there is reason to 
hope, that in this newly cultivated vineyard, many souls have been 
prepared for immortal! glory. 

There have been nearly 300 persons admitted into covenant with 
God by holy baptism ; about 100 confirmed, and there are now (1823) 
65 families, and more than 50 communicants, in the parish. Several 
other parishes in the vicinity have originated from this, and the ear- 
liest members of the society will have reason hereafter, as we humbly 
trust, to bless God for the abundant fruits of their labours. A strong 
and conscientious attachment to the discipline and worship of the 
Protestant Episcopal.Church, as the system established by Christ 
and his apostles, led them to make every exertion and to submit to 
many trials and sacrifices for the enjoyment of their faith; and as 
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the hand of God was upon them for good, so we trust their exertions 
will not be forgottennor their principles forsaken by their posterity, 
but that generations yet unborn will rise up and call them blessed. 


: T. STRONG, Rector of St. James’s Church. 
Greenfield, July 1, 1823. 


“a REVIEW. 
Spiritual Gleanings : or Select Essays, with Scripture Mottos. By Mary 
Grarron. SecondEdition, 2 vols. pp. 248 and 267. London, 1817. 


To persons accustomed to reflection, it has become obvious, that the 
recent multiplication of Reviews and Magazines, literary and theologi- 
cal, has had a tendency to make superficial scholars and speculative 
religionists; and that the variety, novelty, and miscellaneous nature 
of the essays in these periodical publications excite in the minds of 
most readers an aversion to the labour of perusing an entire volume 
upon any subject, and a distaste for the methodical and useful study 
of elaborate treatises in science or divinity. ‘To this cause may also 
be attributed the smaliness of the number of works upon practical de- 
votion, which have issued from the press the last twenty years. The 
Christian Observer, which has now completed its twenty-third volume, 
contains, it must be admitted, a vast collection of theological learning 
and ‘ practical piety,’’ and has been productive of much permanent 
good in all Christian countries, where its pages have been circulated ; 
but its popularity and extensive distribution bave attracted to its 
columns the off hand productions and first thoughts of many mighty 
minds, which, if condensed by scientifick arrangement, and matured 
with care and thoughtfulness into formal discussions of the same inter- 
esting subjects, would have given to the Christian world standard 
works, which would have survived the transient period of miscellaneous 
publications and improved and edified future generations. The same 
remark is applicable to otber religious magazines. It may, indeed, be 
anice question, whether on the whole, as the larger part of mankind 
are but occasional readers, periodical publications are not best calcu- 
lated for the general diffusion of knowledge, especially among those, 
whose daily pursuits and avocations do not permit them to read much, 
and who without the attraction of the amusement, usually found in 
such works, would not read at all; still there are many enlightened 
men, who believe, that the hundred large editions of Doddridge’s 
Rise and Progress, and of Law’s Serious Call, spread as they are in 
various languages over all Christendom, have produced and cherished 
much more piety and devotion, and will continue to produce, for gen- 
erations to come, more beneficial effects, than al] the works of miscel}la- 
neous writers, that have issued from the periodical press. But the 
inclination of the present race of readers seems now to have become so 
settled in favour of these lighter publications, that authors, who wish 
to be read, must imitate in larger works the miscellaneous nature of 


1824.] Revnewof Spiritual Gleanings, by Mrs. Grafton. 125 


their table of contents, or adopt the pages of these popular journals, 
as the vehicle of their thoughts to the publick. 

The modest lady who wrote the work, the title of which stands 
at the head of this article, and who now has gone to the world of 
spirits, has remarked, in the address prefixed to the second edition, that 
** however liberally supplied the religious student may be with works 
of superiour genius, profound investigation, and accurate theology ; 
books of initiation (except those of catechetical interrogation, or tracts 
adapted for the poor) are still scarce.” She humbly adds, that ‘‘ if any 
hope of usefuthess is attached to the republication of Spiritual Glean- 
ings, it is founded upon the desire of assisting the mind during that in- 
teresting period, when the shadows of moral darkuess are dispersing, 
and the light rises in obscurity.” 

We think that these essays will be eminently useful to all minds 
seriously affected ‘‘in the season of inquiry and untried feeling ;” 
and it is much to be regretted that no bookseller in this country has 
yet conferred on the Christian community here the benefit of a wider 
circulation of them in an American edition. 

She has adopted the popular form of the periodical works in the 
division and variety of her subjects under apposite mottos, without a 
formal numbering of the essays; and, while she kindles in the heart 
the warmth and delight of rational piety and practical devotion, she 
pleases the mind and gratifies the taste with the beauties of rhetorick and 
the graces of style. She herself has imitated the conduct of Ruth, 
** whose industrious hands not only laboured in the rich field of Boaz 
until even, but beat out what she had gleaned ;” and her work affords 
a proof of one of her own remarks—*‘‘ often the promises aad consola- 
tions of scripture are wrapt in concealment, like a grain of wheat in 
its protecting calix : the careless may trample it under foot; but 
intrinsick excellence and wholesome nourishment may be extracted by 
the hand of the diligent, and the bread of life be thus supplied.” It 
may also be added, that in undertaking to publish these gleanings, she 
also copied Ruth, who“ gave to Naomi atter she was sufficed.” * The 
mind,’’ she observes, ‘* which fully enjoys spiritaal sustenance, re- 
ceives with the sacred nourishment an expansive benevolence, and 
would willingly spread the blessings of redemption from “ pole to 

ole.’’ 

? The first volume very properly opens with an essay upon the mot- 
to, ‘* Where hast thou gleaned today ? And where wroughtest thou ?” 
and the duties of reading the scriptures, of diligence, and of examina- 
tion are very pleasingly illustrated. ‘* Many sweet ideas captivate 
the mind,” says the writer, “* when we spiritualize this harvest field and 
consider it emblematical of the holy scriptures, the church, and the 
world, in each of which the Christian is a gleaner.”’ 

No one can rise from the perusal of the admirable essay entitled the 
Conflict, without a cénfiction of the good sense and piety of the au- 
thor: ** To understand the doctrines of the gospel,”’ she remarks, “ and 
admire its privileges; to analyze a sermon and enjoy divine ordinan- 
ces, and indeed to affect all the exterior of religion is no very difficult 
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attainment : there belongs to each of these some outward gratification, 
some effort of the understanding or exhibition of the person. ‘¢ Praise 
is to be obtained in the great congregation ;’ but to watch the secret 
repinings of the mind, to subdue the risings of anger, to guard the door 
of the iips, when the attention is frittered and vexed, and urged from 
its favourite pursuit, to return the answer of peace when provocation 
mingles with authority, and frowns occur tor trifles ; to endure the ob- 
loquy of reproach when our actions are guided by the purest motives 
of duty and of principle, and to forego every selfish cunsideratiun, 
without exciting appiause ; this, is that secret wariare which Soio- 
mon commends in his own energetick language: * He that ruleto his 
heart is better than he who ruleth a city.’ ” 

A few other passages are transcribed for their practical utility. 
‘* We need not enlarge upon the uses of occasional siience ; we all re- 
member when a word has excited irritation, which bas cost us tears 
and sighs ; and perbaps upon no subject more frequeutly than religion. 
The silence of a coward conveys pusillanimily ; but the forbearance 
of the righteous, melting into prayer and seli-examination, awakens ail 
the gentle sympathies of a renewed nature. Surely, anger and re- 
venge are incompatible with the interest and happiness of a being who 
can scatter but a few flowers, or point a few thorns, before he goes frum 
whence he shall not return. ‘This conviction of trailty yields a ten- 
derness towards others which subdues the risings of anger, and com- 
poses the tumult of the mind. It teaches us to forgive the irritation 
of the moment, by reflecting that the relative counexions, as they now 
exist, will soon be dissolved tor ever. The tenderest endearments are 
retiring ; the sharpest asperities are hastening to decay, we shali con- 
verse with parents, and wife, and husband, and children, but a little 
while; and all the interesting charities of the social scene will vanish 
like the morning dew. We are often solicitous to trace the evidences 
of regeneration: but whilst we search for them in abstruse theories, 
we neglect to mark the dispositions we cultivate, and the tempers we 
cherish. We cannot take a retrospective view of life without being 
ashamed of the trifles whigh have excited disgust, or raised a transient 
tumult in the breast; and if we retrace the grief which has wept over 
departed friends, we shall generally remember the tears of regret we 
have shed over scenes where misapprehension or petulance has affected 
the happiness we can promote no longer. Whilst, perhaps, some of the 
most natural, and some of the sweetest reflections, which mitigate sor- 
row, arise from the sacrifices we have made for the benefit and advan- 
tage of our friends, can it be deemed fanciful, if it be added, that such 
sacrifices elevate the character here, and that we shall carry the remem- 
brance of them to Heaven ?” 

In another essay, (page 60,) the author beautifully compares the feel- 
ings caused by the loss of our virtues and peace of conscience, to those 
which are commonly produced by the loss of our connexions; and 
points out the relief which religion affords in both cases; ‘: We love 
our friends carelessly, while we live amidst their smiles ; but when death 
removes or sickness smites them, then we recail their virtues, aid ap- 
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preciate their excellence. The privileges of the sanctuary and the 
tranquillity of the breast suffer the same heightened regret when temp- 
tation beguiles us, and sin obscures their joys. Nature awakens sen- 
sibility in the human breast for the wisest purposes ; and grace recti- 
fies and improves it: ‘1 will arise and go to my Father,’ is the 
moral and religious use to be derived from all the scoffs and flings we 
receive from our fellow creatures ; and, blessed be God, he never 
rejects the tear of contrition, or breaks the bruised reed.” 

In the delightful essay, entitled the Ministration of Angels, the au- 
thor speaks of her sex in a manner which induces us to offer to our 
readers some of the remarkable passages. 

‘* We trust it will not be taking too great a liberty with the sacred 
history, to offer a few remarks calculated to animate and support the 
female mind in its pursuit after the object of Mary’s and Salome’s af- 
fection. ‘ The seed of the woman has bruised the serpent’s head ;? 
and it is their honour and their crown of rejoicing that the Christian 
system has not excluded them from all the difficulties and triais of 
faith, nor yet from the privileges and triumphs of salvation. All who 
seek Jesus in sincerity must, in some form or manner, encounter dif- 
ficullies ; and sometimes the female, who is anxious to remember her 
Saviour, bas from the peculiar nature of her connexions and the subor- 
dinate state of her sex, opposition to encounter unknown to the world, 
however she may prepare and arrange her plans of devotion, and ex- 
ercise her mind in the pursuit of her heart’s desire ; though she rises 
early, and sets out, like Mary and Salome, with sweet spices. She 
scarcely advances, but the fears of disappointment offer as strong an 
impediment as the stone at the door of the sepulchre ; and, might the 
figure be permitted, the dependent helpless condition of the sex impels 
the anxious inquiry, * Who shall roll us away the stone?’ Difficul- 
ties which seem most formidable in prospect, are sometimes dissipated 
upon a nearer view. Not only was the stone taken away, but an an. 
gel sent to sooth Mary and Salome with ‘Be not affrighted, ye 
seek Jesus’ 

** Angels have often been permitted to cheer the weaker sex; and 
their address has generally spoken ‘ Fear not.’ Perhaps in pity to the 
weak and apprehensive minds, they have been sent to comfort. It has 
been observed, that - by woman sin entered the world,’ and it is re- 
markable, that the first inessage delivered by an angel in the Old Tes- 
tament, was directed to a woman. An angel, too, announced the birth 
of our Saviour to the blessed Virgin; and, after his resurrection, wo- 
men were selected to declare his ascension; ‘ Go, tell my disciples 
and Peter.” The Lord has condescended to regard these weaker ves- 
seis in the embarrassment of domestick difficulties, and under the pres- 
sure of their peculiar trials. This idea is not introduced to imply that 
these impediments always exist; but it is suggested, to assure the 
mind of those gentlér “spirits, who fly to sooth and te encourage ; 
who advance with ‘Be not affrighted; ye seek Jesus:’ whose 
presence may be imagined without sullying the soul with an irregular 
thought ; who may hover near and witness conflicts between love and 
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duty, and in a dream or vision of the night, be the messengers of peace 
te the mind: for the promise saith, * The angel of the Lord encamp- 
eth round them that fear him, and delivereth them.’ ”.. 

Some selfish philosopbers, judging probably of human nature from 
sentiments which they find predominant in their own bosoms, have 
derided the idea, that there was any such thing as friendship in the 
world; but the existence and excellence of personal attachment and 
esteem is asserted and defined in the following passage (page 80.) 
* The tenderness which nourishes virtue in the soul, bas religion for 
its basis, and principle for its guard: that affection which interrupts 
the one, or infringes upon the other, is delusive in its nature, and dan- 
gerous in its indulgence. Friendship cemented upon religious prin- 
ciples is awake to all the improvement and advancement of a lite of 
faith, and acts as a monitor to revive the soul! in its course towards 
eternal glory and happiness.” “ The purest element of friendship is 
religion ; in this oneness of hope and destiny a man may be known 
by the company he keeps.” 

The essay, entitled the Prohibition, contains a passage which 
shews the felicitous illustration of doctrinal poiuts by allusions 
to natural history, for which this writer is much distinguished. 
“One sun attracts the oak and the lily. The first suffers the 
brightness of his shining a hundred years before perfection 
clothes its foliage ; the other springs up, and spreads its virgin bo- 
som to the sky in a very few months. One Saviour, ‘the Sun of 
righteousness,’ attracts the patriarch through bis rolling centuries, 
and purifies the thief in his appointed bour !” 

A similar happy analogy is found in the essay, entitled the Field of 
the Slothful- ‘+ In the twofold and mingled exertion of divine and hu- 
man power, the ‘ earth yields her increase.’ No parallel can more 
exquisitely describe the Christian’s necessary attention to the duties of 
his profession, and his absolute reliance upon the righteousness of his 
Redeemer ; his attempting to adorn the doctrine of God his Saviour 
in all things, and yet acknowledging ‘not unto me, but unto thy 
name be the praise.’ ”’ 

One of the best written essays is entitled the Burning Bush, in 
which the fertile genius, accurate observation, and warm piety of the 
author are fully displayed. We are tempted to extract a few senten- 
ces on account of their useful tendency. ‘* The Christian’s entang!e- 
ments are hidden; they exist in the crevices of his heart, in the reces- 
ses of self-love, in social attractions, in closet duties, in publick ordinan- 
ces ; they are chased from practice, but retain the power to disturb 
the serenity of holiness, and damp the ardours of devotion.” ** The 
publicity of religious exercises in the present day renders the necessity 
of personal holiness and meditation peculiarly important: religious 
parties and religious conversation may easily be transformed into re- 
ligious dissipation ; the skill to arbitrate between distinctions in doc- 
trine, differs essentially from lowliness of mind ; the power to lead, from 
the grace to pursue. Moses was in a desert abstracted from the fas- 
cinations of society, when he thought it wise to turn aside from his 
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pastoral engagements, and contemplate the burning bush; how much 
more necessary it is for us to pause, and stand still and see the salvation 
of God ; for us, who are living in a day of luxury and refinement, 
and can scarcely select a retirement wherein to humble the soul, 
which is not furnished with materials to attract the senses, and allure 
them to the world.” ‘* Society is a state of constant exhaustion; those 
who are devotedly attached to it attain the babble of any current topick ; 
the ear soon acquires, and the tongue repeats religious phraseology 
with a seductive facility which robs the soul of consistency, and ama- 
zes the silent retiring inquirer, and the self-abased believer: but where 
is the Christian, humbled under a sense of moral depravity, solicitous to 
obtain reconciliation with God, and habitually watchful and sober, 
who has not learned these lessons in those secluded paths of righteous- 
ness, those seasons of separation from the world, occasioned by per- 
sonal affliction, or relative bereavement, or invited abstractness, sea- 
sons which compel us to become acquainted with our own beart, and 
elevate our desires towards the attractions of eternity or the superiour 
perfections of Jehovah ?”’. ‘* The present is an age of ‘ wisdom made 
easy;’ it is adapted to the ornament rather than the stability of the 
character. We grasp after variety ; knowledge is not studied in its 
elements ; we decide from feeling, rather than from laborious inves- 
tigation: we act from sudden impressions, not from implanted princi- 
ples.” © How many individuals are attracted by the pullick exhibition of 
the gospel, as it evidences its effects in our national character, our 
publick charities, our bible an:! missionary sucie\ies, who listen to its cap- 
tivating voice amidst the fascinations ot the sanctuary, and dwell upon 
the lip of eloquence, whilst they awfully neglect self-application, and 
never regulate the conduct or subjugate the will; who ‘ obey not the 
gospel,’ who continue mere scamperers in religion, and at the best are 
‘wandering stars?? We admonish the religious student to examine, 
to apply, to meditate, and like Moses, to contemplate the perfections and 
‘attributes of Jehovah.” 

The concluding essay in the first volume, entitled Agency, from 
the motto, He sendeth springs into the valleys, which run amongst the 
hills, is a beautiful illustration, “ how the living waters (of grace) flow 
through all the recipients of pardon, sanctification, and eternal life ; 
how they vivify and purify all the diversified administrations of sta- 
tion, talent, and degree: how graciously the Lord sends these 
* springs into the valleys,’ through channels the best adapted to 
promote his glory, and effect the conversion of sinners ; sometimes 
from the lips of a poor despised itinerant, and sometimes by the 
tongue of the learned ; sometimes by the simple tract, and oftener by 
a line of scripture ; sometimes during the distillations of the morning 
dew ; at others, when the shadows of even occasion the ‘ wheel to 
be broken at the'cistern, and the dust is appointed to return to dust.’ ”? 

In an essay in the second volume, upon the motto, ‘* Honour the 
face of the old man,” we are told that ‘* the Christian religion is cal- 
culated to direct the affections of the human mind ; its influence regu- 
lates those charities which soften and endear the individual. If there 
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is an attainment which peculiarly ornaments the genius of Christiani- 
ty, it is courtesy of manners, founded on the principles of holiness 
a graceful delicacy, which fears to inflict pain by any act of levity or 
inconsiderateness ; an attention to.the wants and miseries of humani- 
ty, which rejoices to cheer where it has no ability to cure, and te 
cherish what it cannot reanimate; a fervent wish to communicate 


blessings without extorting praise, and to direct the salutary streams 
of mercy, 


¢ Silent as undulating rivers flow.’ 


That our conduct is not always regulated by principles so pure and 
righteous, may perhaps be attributed to forgetfulness, or to some re- 
maining levity in our character ;.or it may be traced to the imperfect 
System of modern education, which in its zeal to dazzle the eye with 
exterior politeness and attractive accomplishments, forgets to implant 
the courtesy of principle, of piety, and of virtue. It seems therefore 
particularly heedless in parents to introduce their children where the 
foibles of advanced life are heightened by all the ingenuity of scenick 
representations and monstrous ridicule ; where the tottering steps of 
the parents are caricatured, to set off the agile gait of the heir ; and 
penury and peevishness are brought forward, to display the paltry 
generosity of unfledged virtue,”’ 

The succeeding essay, entitled ‘* Christian Twilight irradiated,” 
is one of the best in the whole work, but our limits will not allow us 
to make any extracts from it. 

An argument against wickednes is very ably drawn and illustrated 
in the essay on ‘* Unchangeable Society,” in which are depicted with 
much force and effect the misery of that place ‘* where the wicked 
will convey their polluted natures, their ferocious dispositions, their 
hardened cruelty, and all their unsubdued tempers into the place ap- 
pointed for them.” ‘* The state of society, which the multiform and 
mingled mass of the wicked presents, (than which the imagination can- 
not paint a more deplorable one) without defining the situation or 
appendages of the scene, must strongly impress on the mind the ter- 
rours of an eternal separation from God, from angels and saints, from 
departed friends and just men made perfect.” 

There is much encouragement to humble Christians in the essay 
on “ Degrees of Glory.” ‘* The Lord is over all bis works: he 
makes his stars to differ, but irradiates them all ; in nature he dips his 
pencil in the purest gold, whether he burnishes an insect’s wing, or 
points a sunbeam ; and in grace he breathes the same spirit, whether 
it glows in the richness of Isaiah’s prophecy, the melody of David’s 
sony, or the plaint of Hannah’s inarticulate sighs.” 

The essay entitled ** Zhe Walk to Emmaus” happily illustrates the 
utility and excellence of religious conversation. ‘* Men of the world,” 
says the author, * boast of their pleasures and their guilty joys, and 
cast the seeds of vice into every soil, whilst the bashful Christian 
omits to scatter the grain of immortality, though by so doing be might 
become a husbandman for God.” 
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“ The Journey to Damascus” is replete with pious exhortation and 
persuasive eloquence. 

The essay entitled “* Assertion,” under the motto, ‘* Ye bring more 
wrath upon Israel by profaning the Sabbath,” is a most powerful ex- 
hortation to ** Keep the sabbath day holy.” There are nominal pro- 
fessors, as this lady writes, who * delight in religion as a code of cere- 
monies and cheap penalties, which separate performance from princi- 
ple, and thrust its sacred engagements into a corner, or confine them 
to a given spacee’ The Church of Rome abounds with these penances 
and ritual transactions, which make the path of a Christian to consist 
of a sort of chequer work, a black and white pavement of sin and 
holiness, very different from that narrow way which leadeth unto life, 
and upon which, in all its etherial clearness, the pure light of heaven 
shines more and more unto the perfect day. Holiness is a principle 
which acts within the mind; to be holy, is to love God supremely ; 
to keep the sabbath day holy, theretore is, by parity of reason, to 
cease from sin, and to cultivate the graces of the Spirit.” “ Let 
minds capable of reflection observe our parks and gardens and similar 
places of publick resort on each returning sabbath, crowded with a 
coniused multitude of immortal beings, in open hostility against the 
religious laws of their country, and the positive precepts of scripture, 
and perbaps they may consider, that suspended threatenings are not 
irreversible decrees. ‘ Shall I not visit for these things ? saith the 
Lord.’ Modern improvement not infrequently metamorphoses the 
chapel into the billiard or the ball room; and the time was, when 
the sanctity of the sabbath extended its repose to the patient post 
horse and harassed groom, and a publick carriage seldom interrupted 
the provincial priest in the hours appointed for divine worship, or 
tempted economizers of time, and despisers of eternity, to rush fear- 
lessly upon the thick bosses of the Almighty’s bucklers, by exceeding 
the moderate limits of a ‘ sabbath day’s journey.’» The luxuries of a 
country are often its bitterest calamities; the facilities and refine- 
ments of a people their most subtle enemies.” 

One of the most valuable of these essays is the concluding one, en- 
titled “* Tae way BY WHICH WE musT GO,” which is remarkably well 
written, and most seriously impresses on the mind tbe utility and 
duty of religious reflections upon death. She remonstrates with 
warmth upon ** the mimickry and affected gracefulness which the 
modern novelist throws around the dying, and those scenick represen- 
tations of fictitious heroes, as if death werea sleep without a dream, or 
a transition without a groan. How differently the blessed bible casts 
the imposing shade of seriousness over the last solemn scene!’ She 
also exposes the folly of wearing a sable dress while levity rules the 
heart. ‘* Can any solecism,” says the author, “ be more unintelli- 
gible than to see our publick walks crowded with happy cheerful 
countenances in the very deepest garb of external mourning, not a 
vestige of white in the costume, nor a trace of sorrow in the face, pub- 
lickly displaying the ensigns of death, and publickly trampling down 
its moral use ?” 
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We cannot take our leave of this work, without alluding to the es- 
say entitled ‘* Female Followers,” in which the author discusses the 
peculiar religious duties of her sex; and, although we have extracted 
enough already from these writings to convey to our readers the 
means of forming their own opinion of the merits of the book, we can- 
not refrain from transcribing a few passages, with which we shall 
conclude this article ; premising, however, that such is our own opi- 
nion of the talents and piety which Mrs. Grafton possessed, and such our 
esiunation of the excellent hortatory theology and persuasive eloquence, 
new and striking illustrations, warmth of feeling, correctness of judg- 
ment, extent of reading, and accuracy of observation, with which 
these volumes abound, that we hesitate not to place ber name on the 
list of those female worthies, the pride of their sex, where the names 
of Elizabeth Carter, Mrs. Sherwood, Hannah More, and other ex- 
cellent women, who have increased the piety and knowledge of the 
age, are recorded. We will add, also, that the doctrines she incul- 
cates are in strict conformity to those of our Church. 

** Amongst the multitude of attempts to introduce novelty in mo- 
dern times, there have been some efforts made to argue the equality 
of the sexes, and mingle and confound those duties, which Providence 
has wisely assigned to the male and female. We do not trace 
this confused theory in the scriptures, which evidently tend to teach 
contentment and humility. The trials of the sexes are wisely pro- 
«portioned to their abilities. Are nervous powers and animal spirits 
imparted to the one sex? More extensive exertions are required, 
and greater responsibility attached to them. Women are more se- 
cure from the frowns of the world, the shafts of ridicule, and the do- 
minion of the passions. Many moments favourable to devotion are 
bestowed upon them, which the tumult of business and the pursuits 
of commerce deny to men. The very nature of their peculiar trials 
humbles and subdues the heart. It belongs to masculine courage to 
be bold and enterprising ; it becomes the female mind to be diffident, 
though decided. ‘The education, opportunities, and more profound 
science given to men, enable them to study the original language, 
and compare the authorities of scripture with superiour advantage ; 
it therefore becomes them to be as ‘ beacons set on a hill,’ for 
the defence of truth. But the female should *‘ follow after,’ not seek- 
ing to lead, but anxious to pursue ; not emulating to argue, but soli- 
citous tu adorn the doctrine of God, her Saviour, in all things. In 
the language of an elegant writer, she ‘ may seek for pearls in the 
shells which a prouder foot would crush.’ As some medicinal plants 
conceal their healing virtues in the lowly valleys, enwrapt in unob- 
trusive green,—so feminine tenderness contentedly resigns the voice 
of praise, and the glitter of profession, in the seclusion of the cham- 
ber, or the solitude of the sepulchre, soothing what it cannot defend, 
and embalming what it cannot rescue. Blessed women! well might 
the sacred historians record the deed; and, ah! how richly did the 


angels encourage, and the Saviour reward, their persevering — 


ness !” 







































TP a 


~ 


5 af ws doe ie 
Eee. 


we geet an 


Rees aia 


ear ting 
ny ae ee 


Relig. Intell.—General Convention. 


RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE. 


GENERAL CONVENTION, 1823. 


NortH Caro.ina. 
(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 104.) 


Tue baptisms, since 1820, have been about 430; and the number of 
communicants, as at present stated, are 480; but this is far from 
being the exact number, as a great part of the congregations not hav. 
ing the benefit of regular ministerial attendance, their true state can- 
not be reported. : 

It is evident to those who have observed the condition of the Church 
in this state, that a greater zeal for the gospel, and a bigher standard 
of moral principles and conduct, have been produced among its ad- 
herents. A greater knowledge has been acquired of the distinguish- 
ing principles of our Church, and an increasing attention has been 
paid to its forms and ceremonies. 

The hope of increased prosperity depends on the prospect of greater 
stability in those congregations which have beenalready formed ; but 
which, as yet, walk with the feebleness and hesitation of childhood ; 
on the formation of new congregations, where Churchmen are resident ; 
and, lastly, on the effects to be produced on ground not yet occupied, 
in places where Christians of no denomination have as yet laboured, 
we may almost say, have as yet existed. 

It is believed, that, generally speaking, the canons and regulations 
of the Church are as regularly attended to in this, as in any other 
part of our Church. 

A munificent bequest of from fourteen to fifteen thousand dollars 
has been recently made by the late Mrs, Blount, of Tarborough, for 
the purpose of erecting a church in the city of Raleigh. 

Soutn Caro ina. 

Since the last general convention, the number of clergy in this dio- 
cese has increased. In 1820 there were twenty-seven; there are at 
present thirty-five, the bishop, 28 presbyters, and six deacons. Some 
of the parishes have been endeavouring to create permanent funds. 
In one of the parishes, the planters had taxed themselves, in addition 
to their annual contribution, two per cent. on the proceeds of their 
crops ; and thus have created an accumulating fund, which will saon 
equal the amount, when its interest will be applicable to the support 
of their rector. In another parish, several individuals have given 
each $1500 to create a fund for the same purpose. The fund for the 
support of the Episcopate, which was commenced in 1818, is gradual- 
ly accumulating. It amounts at present to about $8000. At the 
suggestion of the bishop, a committee has been appointed to inquire 
into the state of the property belonging to the Church, in parishes 
where there exist no vestries, and to adopt measures for securing the 
same to the uses of the diocese. 


oe ee aust > 
=—> 
Gepost 


<< - oee 


—— 


| 
: 
i 
’ 
: 
) 
| 























134 Literary— Hooker's Works. [April, 


Within the period, embraced in this report, there have been admit- 
ted to the order of priests, six :—David I. Campbeil, J. W. Chanler, 
Henry Gibbes, R. Dickenson, E. Rutledge, and Peter Van Pelt ; the 
latter by the bishop of Pennsylvania. And to that of deacons, also 
six persons of this diocese :—W. H. Mitchell, E. Philips, B. H Flem- 
ing, F. H. Rutledge, M. Motte, and T. H. Taylor; the latter by the 
bishop of Pennsylvania. The number of candidates recognised by 
this diocese, is four. 

The Rev. Thomas Osborne, who had removed into Ohio, has re- 
turned to the parish he formerly had in South Carolina, Six young 
men from the diocese have been pursuing their studies preparatory to 
the ministry, at the General Theological Seminary. 

There are at present thirty-five organized congregations. Five of 
them are vacant. Since this state was settled by Christian people, 
there has never been so many ‘ministers of our communion as at 
present. 

The Protestant Episcopal Society for the Advancement of Chris- 
tianity in South Carolina has essentially contributed 10 the present 
promising condition of our ecclesiastical concerns. It has aided seve- 
ral of the parishes, otherwise unable to support ministers. The mis- 
sionaries sent forth at different times, have all, with a single excep- 
tion,* derived their whole support from this society. It is formed on 
the most comprehensive plan, being at once a bible, a prayer book, 
a tract, a missionary, and an education society. Its books have been 
distributed in most of the parishes, It has aided several young men 
while engaged in their academical studies, preparatory to theology ; 
after which, it bas been hoped, our theological seminary, by scholar- 
ships, or otherwise, would provide for them. It possesses a select 
library, which contains about one thousand volumes, and is increasing, 
instituted more particularly for the use of the clergy and the candi- 
dates for the sacred office. 

The Charleston Protestant Episcopal Missionary Society, composed 
of young men and others, designed to act as auxiliary to the elder in- 
stitution, when necessary, and to send missionaries beyond the dio- 
cese, within which the earliest society is restricted, has had a mis- 
sionary for nearly two years at St. Augustine. 

The exciting among our youth an interest in the cause of the Re- 
deemer and his church, and the regulation of their zeal by wel! estab- 
lished principles, are among the valuable effects which appear to have 
resulted from this association. 

(TO BE CONTINUED.) 


SE 


LITERARY. 


q 
Hooxer’s Works, ano ArcugisnHop Porrer on Cuurncu GoveRNMENT. 
We learn, with great pleasure, that it is the intention of E. and H, 
Clarke, of Middletown, Connecticut, to republish Hooker’s works, 


* The mission to Cheraw, here referred to, was partly maintained by the 
Young Men’s Society. 
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from the last Oxford edition. We have not yet received their pro- 
posals, but shall take the earliest opportunity of laying a notice of 
them before our readers, 


Messrs. S. Potter and Co. have issued proposals for publishing, by 
subscription, Archbishop Potter’s work on Church Government. The 
conditions are as follows : 

‘* I'he work will be published in one neat 8vo. volume, of about 
400 pages, on good paper and a fairtype. Price to subscribers, $2,50, 
boards, $3,00 neatly bound and lettered.’ 

The tollowing recommendation, by Bishop Moore, of Virginia, ex- 
presses so well our own opinion of this work, that we choose to insert 
it instead of giving any comment of our own. 


‘¢ | have long regretted that the admirable treatise of Archbishop 
Potter, on Church Government, was not more generally known and 
read. It has never been republished in this country, and the English 
copies are extremely scarce and dear. Considering that it contains 
an irrefutable argument in favour of the divine institution of Episco- 
pacy ; an arguinent which has never been answered: it must be a 
matter of congratulation to all the friends of the Church and of primi- 
tive truth and order, that we are like to have this desideratum sup- 
plied by an American edition, for which Messrs. Potter and Co. of 
Philadelphia, have issued proposals. It will be compressed into a 
convenient octavo volume of about 300 pages, and furnished at a 
price witha the means of most of your readers, It ougbt to be in 
the hands of every Episcopalian ; indeed, of every person who at- 
taches value to whatever is consecrated by apostolical establishment 
and practice. 

** [t must be confessed, that there is a lamentable ignorance in our 
community in general, with respect to the grounds and reasons of the 
Episcopal constitution of the ministry. And believing as I do, in my 
conscience, that we are not justified in departing therefrom, and that 
consequently, we are bound to promote whatever is calculated to give 
correct information upon the subject ; | most cordially hail the pros- 
pect of the wide diffusion of the invaluable work abovementioned. 

Ricuarp C. Moore, Bishop of Virginia.” 


We venture to express the hope that Messrs. Potter and Co. will 
be particularly careful in reprinting this excellent book, to examine 
the correctness of the marginal references. In a work of this nature, 
where it is very important to examine the authorities referred to, a 
wrong figure, or inaccurate quotation, may subject the student to 
great trouble, and the author to unmerited censure. It appears to us, 
that in the last part of the work some notes exhibiting the difference 
as to internal organization between the Church of England, and the 
Protestant Episcopal Cburch in America, would be very useful. The 
arbitrary association with the Episcopal office of those temporal privi-. 
leges, honours, and immunities which are accorded to it under mo- 
narchical forms of civil government, but which have no more to do 
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with it than a legal establishment has with the existence of the Chris- 
tian church, has been one of the greatest impediments in this coun- 
try to the increase of apostolick principles. The value of Messrs. 
Potters’ edition will be vastly increased, if the venerable father of 
our American Episcopacy can be prevailed upon to revise and edit 
the work of the Archbishop. 

=a 

TO THE EDITOR OF THE GOSPEL ADVOCATE. 





By inserting in your work the following communication, acknowledg- 
| ing the liberality of the ladies of St. Paul’s church, you will confer 
a favour upon your obedient servants, A. E. 
S. F. J. 
From the Philadelphia Recorder, of March 13. 

Tne treasurer of the Domestick and Foreign Missionary Society of 
the Protestant Episcopal Church in the United States of America, 
acknowledges the receipt of the following sums : 

From the ladies of Dr. Samuel F. Jarvis’s parish in Boston, to con- 
stitute him and the Rev. Asa Eaton, of Christ church, patrons of 
the society - - - - : . . . $100 

From Rev. Charles P.M IIvaine, a collection made in Christ 
church, Georgetown, District of Columbia - : - $19 
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The undersigned, having received the sum of fifty dollars each, from 
“ the ladies of St. Paul’s church,” to constitute them patrons of the 
Domestick and Foreign Missionary Society, and having no other me- 
thod by which they can convey the expression of their thanks to the 
donors for their pious liberality, beg leave thus publickly to acknow- 
ledge their gratitude for so acceptable and encouraging a testimo- 
ny of respect and confidence. They are requested also, by the 
secretary, ** to present the thanks of the board of directors to the 
Hi | ladies of St. Paui’s church, for their liberal contribution to the mis- 
iL sionary fund.” ASA EATON, 
ay Boston, March 23, 1824. SAMUEL F. JARVIS. 





ee en ar ere ee 
Ne ES ee > 





—— 
7 oma 





: The subscriber takes this method of expressing his gratitude to the 
Hi ladies of St. Mary’s church, for their liberality in presenting bim with 
i the sum of fifty dollars, to constitute him a patron oi the Domestick 
and Foreign Missionary Society of the Protestant Episcopal Church ; 
and hopes that their example will stimulate and encourage others to 
contribute liberally to the same benevolent object. 

Newton, Nov. 20, 1823, ALFRED L. BAURY, 


Rector of St. Mary’s Church, Newton. 
| in whee 


TO CORRESPONDENTS. 


We are gratified to hear again from our friend P. P. S. on * The Pie- 
ty of the Scholar,”’ and trust that the spirit of piety, which directed 
bim in writing this article, will aid bim in tracing the unfavourable in- 
fluences of other professions and avocations, on the Christian charac- 
ter. His paper will be inserted in our next. 





























